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. The clearing out of Palestine goes
" forward with persistent expedition.

. Mayor Hylan also announces his

purpcse of making New York safe for

Bo far as heard from, Kerensky has
nothing to say about the message
the new year,

e

~ We are hoping for tha best, but so
'\ far the new year exhibits little im-
. provement over the old.

Pulling off an earthquake seems to
| be Central America’s best bet in the
. way of securing publicity.

~ The year I» young yet. Maybe It's
the best it ean to relleve |tself

‘an uncomfortable legncy,

Winston Churchill suggests that
{eho hen it Is captured—awill be

& good place to send the Kalser,

T
4

. It would require the negative action
. OF thirteen states to defeat national
probibition—an unlucky number,

f

_ 1 millions of prople are listen-
"for the answer to the question of
_ shoe prices took such a leap,

I,’__‘. The capture by them of thousands
. of prisoncra suggests that the French
- fight as well In Italy as at homae

Mayor Mylan manifests an almost

h‘ﬂ intelligence by tackling the
shortage ns his first oMclal act,

at which more than .one can

.
g |'|.|{ Of ocourse, Gon. ‘Crowder meant
3 _-wﬂﬂ' personal in his suggestion that

't:(in_ boards must use common

y I The Montgomery Advertiner seoms
& to understand the boni of sympathy
,1“, pubsisting between the German and
~ the Turk,

ok

~ Tower California threatens to secede
— fron Mexico, Next she will probably
. emand representation at the peace
ce,

b - ihl reichetag majority is out in an
 mpproval of tha proposed peace. It
= may even foel like boasting of beating

the others to it,

.

The addition of 16,000,000 new names
. 4o the Amcrican Red Cross makes a
. folal membership of 22,000,000, a mon-
ster army for war relief,

el
o =
'

. The Jacksonville Times-Union notes
L fhat the giving babit t9 growing, but
= gthat it has not caught up with the
~ Babit of asking for gifls,

- *Publle Receptlons In Washington
" Abandoned."—Headline,  Things wre
" mure enough gelting down to war basls

at the capital, all right.

It will not be surprising 1t it devel-
L Bpa that the packers’ control of the
fanneries and high prices of shoes
‘were coincident happenings.

It s among the pn‘:hllu!!".-s that
3 peopls will ingist on having a hand
K the making up of official
nonpartisan or cthorwise

slaten,

} An exchangy suggests that I yow,
* Bave any money left from Christmas,
'R /¥ou had botter apply it on payment
" that liberty bond which you wsub.
for last fall

few days some part of Russin
we never heard of before de-
His Indépendence. The grog-
w-makers will have a good-siged
when the fighting I8 over.

.

may Ssem peculiar that republi-
y be complaining about the
o of states’ rights, but much
is heard occaslonally. Poll-
. Indecd, makes strange bedfellows,

4 1%“ department of sgriculture now
 glal; eredit for having, through 1ts
foold and drugs department, re-
3 the patent medicihe label mo
it will pot read so much like a
fante eablnets are dlsposed to in-
th and consider, at least, the

wikli peace proposals. They
nt to know where they are “at” be-
‘fhe negotiations between Russia
the central empires are consum-

- s
13 I"_‘_t“.h has been suggested that a reform
SN e institutsd = the insignia of mourn-
g Inrident to the war. Theee Is prob-
#bly room for a general modification
et lio~ in the @lrection of sim-
% bt It iz a very delicate mat-
perhaps, which can be safely
he privals taste of the indi-

cur the blennjal elections of congyess-
men and senstors, also governors and
legislutures in most of the states. Ten-

nessea 18 one of the states which
clects its governor mod the entlre
membership of e legislature every

two yvears. This Is alwuys an lmpér-

tant function in the discharge of the
dutlies of citizenship. In the Year
1918, It s wmore than uvspally impor-
tant,

A high order of intelligenco ix de-
manded for the disereet handling of
tha government of a great state. No
one should be Intrusted with the task
who has not demonstrated his ability
to cope with It. Men are not given
control of big business institotions on
account of fuvoritisma and political
pull, And the siate differs very little
from such an iastitution. A business
concefn  would especi@lly need the
service of a good mannger If its af-
falrs were In an embarrassed condl-
tion. That is the sort of sltuation
which now oblains In Tennesses's
financial affairs,

To begin with, Tennessta Is over-
drawing her budget at the rate of n
milllon or more a year. This would
not and could not be tolerated by a
solvent business esgtablishment. It
must not longer be allowed by the
poople of the slate. For one thing, It
is dus to liberal appropriations, the
ereation of ecountless new boards,
commissions and offcials, nll of whom
must be pald, and to Increasing the
stipend of those previously on  the
payroll. From another viewpoint, it
in due to a clumsy, InefMclent tax sys-
tem under which some forms of prop-
erly pay double while others escape
the tax gntherer entirely. A compre-
henslve remedy should alm to reduce
bhoth of thess evils.

It is our opinion that at least §0
per cent. of the hope of rellef must
rest upon the election of a governor,
the other 60, or less, to depend upon
the legislature and other state offi-
clals, It will require men of business
traluing to increase the revenues and
deorease the expenditurea at the same
time, But it can be done, An equita-
bhla revenue scheme should distribute
the burden equnlly, reachin= all ns
nearly as possible alike without be-
coming onerous  to any. It should
reach the tax dodger without over-
loading the constant taxpayer, TLwill
require some ability to draft a meas-
ure of this kind and give It teeth,
Those who feel unequal to the task
should not offer thelr sorvices.
Tennessee's antiquated constitution

makes difienlt the enactment of a
fulr revenue law which will provide
for the siate's needs. But it does not
remove the necessity, It is a prob-

lem which must be encountered and
solved. Thern is no present prospect
that the constitution will be changed
nny {ime soon, hence plans must be
mudo in view of present conditions,
And these manifest no sign of early

fmprovement, Porsonal properiy re-
turned ror tnxation will almost ocer-
talnly show a falling off, Instend of
an increase, if the present system ia
continued, It is almost negligible
now, The purchasge of nontuxable lib-
oty bonds, however, will divert con-

siderable of the personalty now avall-
able for taxation to the exempt list,
This mnkes it all the mora Importnnt
thnt & method he adapted which will
Bring into sight &)l the property which
should rightrully be taxod.

It is quite probable that the general
government will, within the next few
voure, acqulite complete ownorship of
the rallroads, If this should be the

ecase, and the cohanged ownership
aliould relieve the reads of local and
state taxation, the revenues of slales

would be affected in suoh a vital man-
ner #s to compel the overhauling and
reconstruction of the cntire system, A
prudent man foresees (he ovil and the
stote of Tenncsses should anticipate
possibilities and probabilities by com-
mitting her affalrs to the moat capa-
ble hands available. The administin-
tion should be placed upon o wir ba-
sin, or, better =till, an eMcient, busi-
ness bhasis,
Citigens of the stale are helng urged
—and properly so—to the most rigid
in their personal affalrs,
They have a right to  demand—and
should deinand—that the publie busi-
ness be handled In the same economic
Every source revenue
ba conserved and every lsak
should he stopped. Thosa
position  should be required to slate
with definiteness what service they can
perform for the state rather than what
sorvice they have performed for the
party.
The foregoing observations 'ppl‘y
with particular force to the governors
ship and legislature. Those who seem
1o have no clear conception of the re-
quirements of the situation should be
asked to stand aslde. Men of force
and Initiatlve, who can bring things
to pass, are lmperatively demanded.
No others should be considered for a
moment. No others need apply.

If the worst should come to the
worst, there are a few strips of Da-
videon county which could be used to
help Nashville out of a pinch—and an-
other begislature will meet bafore cen-
sus year. The annexation method of
growth gives definite results and s
nearly always avallable. The city of
Knoxville, for instance, hos discovered
that s possibilities are only limited
by the state lines of Virginia and
North Carolina. A hint to the wise is
sufficient.

aconoemy

manner, of
should

who seck

On turning the administration over
to Uncle Sam, tho raiircads flung out
a record of business dove which is the
greatest gver, More than §4,000,000,000
worth of traffic handled In 19177 Yet
the expensca were grealer and the met
profit smadler than in 1818, Your Uncle
enjoys a reputation for dolng big
things, bul operating the raliroads—

all of them—is a good big jJob

The Momphis I"uum;«n_-l:d Appeal
obgerves that “Old Maz Winter is
bunching his hits.™

L vy
o '
SRS A NEWS SOME TENNESSEE NEEDS. OWNERSHIP APPROACHES.
n_( lu.E 3 The year 1918 is one in which oc- In the course of an editorial discus-
glon, discriminating between control

and ownership of rallroads, the Wash-
ington FPost says: .

“Assuming that the Integration
the railroads Will be as succesaful as
other processes of Integration under
American genius—the Unlon itself,
the conseidation of the postal serv-
foe,
interior commerce are examples—it
must then be gssumed that the rull-
roads  will mnever be disintegrated.
They will remaln under one control,
and since the npatlomal security de-
pends upon the Integrity of the radl-
ronds, the only concelvablae control is
goveyrmental control

“When permanent control shall have
been reached, ownerahip will probably
mot be far off, It will be .easler to
control the ruilroads as a national
property than to consult the whims or
rights of private stockholders. The
people will prohably declde that Inas-
much as the nation—all the people—is
in econtrol, the ownershlp likewlse
should be In all the people and not in
gome, Thereupdn government bonds
will bs given to private owners and
thelr ruilrond stocks or bonds extin-
gulshed,"”

This, it seems to usx, is a fairly ac-
curate statement of the situation and
of the probable course of events, When
the railroads have been Integrated and
co-ordinated, it will not be an easy
task, as mome one has put It to un-
soragmble them. It is not at all likely
that It will bs done or attempted.
Revolutions hardly ever go backward—
nelther does evolution,

The country has been approaching
rallroad ownership for a good many
years., It was foreseen and predicted
by America’s most far-sighted states-
man some twelve or thirteen yoears ago
but he was derided at the time. The
effort to regulate railroads has done
much, but It has proved unable to hold
an exact balance which would protect
the publie and at the ame time pro-
mote the development and eMoiency of
the transportation system, It was im-
practicable to control all the divergent
clements which enter into the situa-
tion. This was just what Mr, Bryan
proshesied would be the case.

Slany of uas have felt reluctant to
see the step taken at this time, al-
though convinced that its coming was
inevitable, We should have preferred
to #ee a definite determinatign, in ad-
vance, upon the course and a longer
period of preparation. We belleve yet
thut this would have becn a beiter, a
wiser course, But the Rublicon is
crossed. As wae soa it the country is
committeed to rallrond ownership, The
ek now confronting it is one of sue-
cessfully working out the detulls of the
venture,

It Is also probable that we shall go
still farther in the direction of state
woclalism before the country Is much
older.

coTTon's Kinabom.
An exchange whivh Js published in
a stute whion does not grow the fleecy
staple doclares that “cotton il is
king.”  And Indeod it does look that
wiy, Thirty conts p pound makes it
appear very much ke cotton 18 King.
whettior thoe word “still” s properly
used in the connection or not, Cotton
is now a monarch, though three years
ago it was nol nearly so majestic in
Its Lieoaring.
The articl in an intercst-
Jug manner, the history of substitutes
of ome kind and anotler, born of the
neceasities of the world war., Much
has been accomplished aleng this line
In Germany, cspecially in the matter
of ingredients lor the manufucture of
war munitions, The blockades early
In the war shut oft the possibility of
Germany’s  recelving many supplics
frem outside. Bubstitutes were a
multer of dire necessity, and German
inventive genlus was putl to a severe
test,
Substitutes for favorite food articles
ne  longer obtalnable In gufliclent
quantity were invoked in a smnll way
at m--stl but soon became general. Ths
movement spread from Goermuny to
cther eountries und now prevails (o a
greator or lessesr extont everywhers,
including this enuntry. Little incon-
vonience has thus far becn caused
here, but the privation in other eoun-
tries is quite keen, The best informa-
tion Is that Germans, while not starv-
Ing, are undernourished to an extent
thiet eannot continua indefinitely. But,
coming back to the subject, it is re-
marked that no adequate substitute
has been found for eotton, Conclyd-
ing, It ls stated that:
*Many altempls have beep made to
eupply substitules for cotton, the need
for which is urgent in Germany, but
all the obesrvers soem 1o agpee that
they have proven at best only partial
sucresses. There is really no subkti-
fute for ecction, and a London paper
tells us thal the efforfs to stimulate
the growing of cotton in British India
are not being crowned with success,
Cotton still is king, and the southerf
states of America promise to have a
near monopoly on this indispensable
staple in the long years that are to
comn"
Suceess hag not baen attained In the
growing of octton on & large scale
elsswhere than in the American south-
érn states. Whether this is due to in-
herent soll and climatic conditlons or
to the conservatism of farmers regard-
ing the changing of crops is not known
definitely. Perhaps, in scme measure,
to both. It has been a very difficult
matter to get southern farmers i{n this
country to adopt cvop diversification,
but it has helped to bring them their
present prosperity. They may now
fee! inclined to doop it on account of
high cotton prices. We do not belleve,
however, that this would be wise.
Present demands for cottéh are ab-
normal and may et any time pelax.
Production ¢ below normal, but It

reviows,

should be increased by Intensive cuitl-
vation, rathar than by the exclusion of
food cropa,

the ebtlteration of state lines in

THE NEXT PRESIDENT.

The Birmingham Ledger quotes A.
F. Taylor, & blg Cleveland real estute
dealer, visiting In Birmingham, as fol-
pLown: o

“I for one am for Oscar Underwood
for the next president of the Unitel
States when the time rolls a.ound
again. I expeet to make the fight of
my life for him, regardiess of the fact
thut Secretary Baker, one of my fel-
low townsmen, Is also running. I think
Mpr, Underwood Is well qualified for
the place, and I am sure he will fill
it admirably, were he elected.”

It seems & bit early to begin elect-
Ing the next president, With the
prosecution of the war and the con-
sideration cf sporadic peace proposals,
tha subscribing of lherty loans and
war savings certificates, not to men-
tion the approsiching blennial elec-
tions, it seams as if we might find
enough diversion without borrowing
trouble. But, so far as we know,
there is no censorship on the projec-
tion of presidential boomlets, Pend-
ing the opening of the next baseball
season, some patriols may find recre-
atlon In this exhilarating pgstime,

There have been frequent prophe-
cles that the nmext president will be a
“man on horseback,” but until the
war has furnished further opportunity
for winning distinction, we may not
be able to pick him out with cer-
tainty. Besides, we may change our
minds about electing a military hero,
any way., There I8 nothing certaln
about It yet.« Senator Underwood is
almost sure to be considered among
moutherners big enough to be presi-
dent, He is not—nor never was—a
popitlar hero, but he Is a statesman of
abllity and Is possessed of leadership
of the safe and sane order, The south,
at present, has & number of men who
would make acceptable presidents, but
probably none who would develop a
more general following than Osear
Underwood, -

The statgment, quoted above, that
Secraetary Baker is a candidate will
arouse no great degree of enthusiasm,
it it should turn out to be true. The
war secretary may be a painstaking
official, good at hunting out detalls,
hut manifedtly he ls not of presiden-
tial size. His bandling of the prob-
lems growing out of our entry into
the war has not inereased his prestige
in the couniry. He may do better
later, however. It has been rumored
around that If Ohio, true to her cus-
‘tom, should present an offering for the
handicap, it wounld be Cov, Cox, not
Secretury Baker. That would appear
to he an altogether more fitting sug-
gestion, But it is hardly time yet to
become excited over the matter. There
are several precinets to hear from.

OUR FOREIGN TRADE.

An Associated Press dispatch from
Washington on Mgnday contained the
following:

“America’s oxports were estimated

today at the department of commeres
to have peswed the $6,000,000,000 mark
in 1917, & new high record. Imports
were less Lhan 85,000,000,000, and tha
tradle balance in favor of the United
States probably will be more than
$3. 200,000,000,
A balance of $3.500,000,000 in our fr.
vor almost equals the war loans ad-
vanced to European belligeronts, It
helps  materially to offset the burden
of vur great expenditures for war pur-
poses.  Moreover, the size of the bal-
ance has only been limited by cur
abliity te supply demands and the oa-
pacity of r-?-ih g 1o carry our prod-
ucts abroad. We could sell move if
we had wherewith fo spate, and could
find transjortation faciilties. Put we
must nesds keep something for home
consumption. We have probably al-
roldy reached the limit In svme lines,
The figures set out abave are, of
copirie, abnomnil, Thery will not be
the rule In peace time.: Tut the re-
turn of peace will not he a blow to
American foreign commerce, granting,
of u-nui-bo, that it comes before our ex-
haustion reachea the level of Furopean
conntries, It will witness America’s
day of opportunity, Our war-created
shipping facilities will put the virgin
ficld of South America at our door,
and Furope will continue to need our
Future proapects for American de.
velopmen! and prosperity are quite al-
uring indeed.

Thera are sald to be about seven thou-
sand unsanitary privies In Hamilton
county. About one-tenth of them are
in the cily limits. The subject is not
a pleasant one for polite conversation,
Hut the health of the community, and
of the soldiers camped here, 1o a large
extent depends upon*the proper Inspee-
tion of all private premises and the en-
forcement of rigid regulations with re-
gard to sanitation. When typhoid fe-
ver appears it is spread through the
pollution of water supply, milk or
food. The proper disposal of excreta
reduces to a minimum the lkelihood of
such infection,* Hookworm is another
disease which Is spread through con-
trct of bare feet or hands with polluted
earth, The same reasons apply for
sanitary Inspection to prevent spread
of that disease. These questions are
elementary. In taking steps to protect
the health of visitors we are preserv-
ing our own health.

When Explorer Stefanssen returned
to eivilization and sensed what is go-’
ing on—and had been for most of the
four years he was away-—he Imme-
diately announced his purposy of going
back to keep company with lcebergs
and polar bears. ~And you can't much
blame him, :

The Memphis Commarcial Appeal
should take heart. The town's mortal.
ity list may be given an ugly boost by
those who are “brought home to ae”
but it should that Kentucky,
was nlmost rich recently because
n certaln wealthy lady selected Louls-

ville as a good place to dle. Eorving
as a death resort may sometimes have
its compensations, 1It's an Wl wind, ete,

WILL CONSIDER PEAC/. TERMS.

It is now certain that the entente
allies and ourselves will not ignore the
Brest-Litovsk propositions, The Pe-
trograd correspondent of te London
News gives a bit of warning as to
what will happen if we fall to meet
the issue. He fears that not only will
we lose Kussia as an ally, but may find
that country In Lhe calegory of enemy.
He advises his government to send a
reply in terms as near llke thq Rus-
slan formula as it can be drawn. But
it should not require any considerable

the enémy, and to give an opportunity
for Intelligent and patriotic public
opinion once more to form In Russla,
Today's news indicates that the bol-
shevik leaders are not sativfled with
Germany's inslstence that fits troops
remain in Courland and Lithuania,
Also the Don Cossacks and the Uk-
rainians are making considerable of a
civil war, This may be press agent
propaganda for the benefit of the allles
80 to discourage any consfderation
of the Russian terms, but there 1s
probably enough truth in it all to show
that Russia may have another govern-
ment at any time on short mnotlce.
While for a few days the maximalists
seemed well settled in the saddle, and
they strengthened themselves by rec-
ognizihg the' other revolutionary ele-
ments, now they are having to deal
with the renewed nationallstic feelings
of the people. This will find further
expression with the meeting of the
constituent assembly. Delegates even
from the Ukraine are arriving in the
capital. It is likely this national con-
vention, whose purpose will be to frame
a federal constitution, will soon as-
semble.

Nevertheless, we have no doubt that
id order to win Russia’s permanent
friendship the Germans will concede,
even to Trotzky and Lenine. One of
the most important items in today's
dispatches is that train service Is re-
sumed between Riga and Petrograd.
This means that trade between the
former cnemies is in full swing again,
German delegations are all through
Russia, also, There are verious rumors
as to the release of prisoners. Once
the path of peace Is entered upon by
two peoples, though there may be in-
terruptions in the progress it is likely
to be continued. Perce i1s too greatly
in the interest of afl partics to be
abandoned, when about to be secured.
The movement involving over ihree
hundred and fifty million people is also
bound to influence the minds of the
belligerents elsewhere. The meeting
of entente diplomnats indicates that the
issue now riges above the conduct of
the war, [I'eace offensives may be
more formiduble than war offensives,
The world is longing for an honorable
gettlement. Security should be the
witehword, That was the keynote of
Pitt's protracted contest against Na-
poleon. We must have guarantees that
no militaristic nation shall ever agnin
run amuck, Whatever Germany may
propose we should answer by asking
her €8 she Is willing to disarm. With
such agreement secured a lasting peace
conld ba worked out.

The principal objection te woman's
suffrage, of course, may be traced to
those whore opinions really are de-
termined by their attitude-on the liguor
question. Locale a person who still
gtands against the protection of the
community from the saloon and you
will almost invariably flind one
who c¢annot abide any suggestion
that the women should have n
right to vote, The principal hope
of the anti-prohibitionists In their
movement to defeat the constitulional
amendment for prohibition is that the
women shall not be permitted to vole
on il. Consequently they are very
active aganinst both amendments,

Jews and Palestine.

(London Daily Mail)
A meeting of Jews held in the Len-
don Opera house passed a resclution
of gratitude to the government for
thelr deciarntion In favor of a nntional
home for the Jewish people In Pales-
tine. Lord Ratbschind proslded.
Lord Roterl Cecll said our wish s
that Europe shall be for Eurnpeans,
Armenia for Armoninns, Jundea for the
Joeww; ulso, if that can be established,
Turkey for the Turks, Until the out-
rage in Belgium has been expiated, it
is impossible even to talk of the terms
of peace.

Iarnel Zangwill foretold that of tha
18.000.000 or 14.000,000 Jews In the
world about £,000,000 tmay settle in
Pulestine.

concession to expose the duplicity of |

THE

It was not hard for Mr. Jarr, seek-
ing for sugur, under the direction of

his friend Jchnson, the firm's cashier,
to locate the es-

tublishmeént of
Sam Young, au-
tomobile and
raincoat manu-
facturer, owner
of theaters and

otherwise all

powerful.

He had no dif-
fleculty in mecur-
i an audlence

th this dealer
in destintes when
he sept .in word
that he was =a friend of Wllliam
Throckmorton Johnson. :

“What can I do you?" asked the
raincoat manufacturer, “Johnson and
1 belong to the same bowling and
pinochle clubs. When Billy Sunday
was here I got Johnson to attend his
meetings, but it dldn’t improve his
game, either bowling or pinochle”

“I want to get some sugar, and
Johnson told me—"

“He's kidding you!" interrupied Mr.
Sam Young, freezing up. “After the
way Billy Sunday spoke right at

him—
“I mean I'm looking for cornmeal,”

added Mr. Jarr, hastily.

*Oh, r:ornm‘ul." *remarked Mr.
Young, cheerfully. “That's another
matter, But”do yvou know cornmeal is
ve! scarce?

‘%o I believe,” sald Mr. Jarr, “But
I need ten pounds of cornmeal ‘and 1

eed it badly." \
y downtown to the law

“Well, you go
ofces of Marks & Marks and ask for
Ask for the Hon.

Marks the lawyer.
Isaac Marks, ex-Alderman Marks, and
tell Wim I sent you. Ask him If he
knows where you can gel any navy
beans.”

Mr. Jarr was determined to see the
matter through. He took the address
of Hon. Isane Marks and departed.

At the offices of the ex-ulderman he
cautio the auburn-haired argus at
the office switchboard to say that He
was from Sam Young and was look-
ing for navy beans, He was Imme-
diately admitted to the private office

of Hon. Isanc Marks and given the
third degree.
Being satisfled that Mr. Jarr WAs

only endeavoring to secure ten pounds
of navy beans, the ex-aldgrman =nid
he could not promise Mr, Jarr he
could get the navy beans, but if he
would go to the fewelry store of Gold-
stone & Brother and say he wanted
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Cubgn or Louisiana dizmonds, they
mj:?tt::f pjmvury
& Brother the manager took Mr. Jg:
into the burglar-proof vaults of
R e e
jana

}:ﬁhha had been sent there by ex-
Alderman Marks. &

't'l do mot know anything about the
matter myself.” sald the manager,
“hut If you will ‘go ‘o the blg grovery
gtore of Lanahan's and ask for ten
pounds of pollshad rice you may get
Cuban or Lou'siana dqundl.-
for Mr. Lanahan himself.

leading customers that
gone of the precious commaodity to be

had, even were Mr, Hoover to demand
it.

r. +sought out the proprigtor
nn%l! fom hlm’ ensconced behind his
rolitop desk replying over the tele-
phone to the secretary of the mayor-
elect that he was sorry, but he had
no sugar,

"l(r? Johnson, our cashier, sent me
to Sam Young for ten pounds eof corn-
meal” began Mr. Jarr. “Young sent
me to Hon. Isanc Marks for navy
besns. Marks sent me to Gioldstone
Brothers for Cuban or Loulsiana dia-
monds, and Goldstone Brothers gent
me here to ask for ten pounds of pol-
iﬂ"’?\dh!r'ic:ald Mr, Lanahan. *“T canlet
you have ten pounds of polished rice,
I was afraid you were going to Ask
for sugar. No sugar for anybody, you
know."”

“Yes, T know,” said Mr, Jarr.

“Well, go stand over by those other
nuts—I mean that bag of Brazillan
nuts by the candy and cake counter,
sald Mr. Lanahan—‘and if & Salva-
tion Army lassie comes Ly with her
tomhourine put 6 cents in it. Elx
cents, mind you; no more, no less!

Mr. Jarr stood by the other nuts for
about ten minutes, while soidiers, uall-
ors, clvilians, wicows, editors, million-
aires and others pussed him by. Pres-
ently a Salvation Army lassie e in
and passed him, holding out her tam-
bourine. Mr. Jarr dropped a nickel
and a penny in (t. He was handed a
tranct with & blessing. Inside the tract
wae & slip of paper that had scribbled
on it: "Pay cashler §1 for ten pounds
of polished rice”

!\‘{):. Jarr paid the cashier $1 and re-
eeived a slip on which was stamped,
“iiive bearer ten pounds of polished
rice,” ¥e handed this to the head
clork and received a package.

AMERICA AND THE

STATUS QUO ANTE

{Springfield Republican.)
When the pope last summer pro-
posed the virtual equivalent of the
status quo ante as the basis for peace
negotiations, it was pointed out that
America could not now view the res-
toration of the European conditions
exlsting hefore the war with lgdiffer-
ence. As President Wilson had de-
clared in his note to the Russian pro-
visionn) government in May, “it was
the status qué ante out of which this
inlquitons wape Issued,” Our own en-
trance inte the confiict, moreaver, had
finally driven home the truth that the
United States would be almost surely
dragged into any general European
war in the future. The successful
maintenance of meutrality while Eun-
rope is ablaze can never again be|
realized in practice,
Since August, when the pope's peace |
offort wis made, the possibilitics in-
herent in & peace based on the status
quo ante’ have perceptibly changed,
and the effect of the change upon
America must not be ignored. What
confronts us now is the prospect thaty
an lmmedinte peace negotinted accord-
ing to the formulas of Count Czernin
wotld nol only leave the Balkan states
wholly under Teutonic inﬁuenc;:. even
if Servia and Rumania were nominally
restored, but would leave Russia pre-
senting very soft frontiets to the cen-
iral powsrs, .
The old Russia was a stupid mili-
tary antocracy that was inefficient
and overweighted, but it did check
very materially the Teutonle pressurc
through the Balkans to Constanti-
nople by virtue of Its centralized com-
mand of vast military resources. The
new democratic Russia may not be
able to exert the same antl-Teutonic
influence as the old Russia in south-
eastern Europe for several generf-
tions to come. The menacing disrup-
tive tendencies now being exhibited
in the empire, moreover, may not be
fully counteracted in the near future,
A divided Russia, reorganized into n
number of Independent or quasi-
independent states weuld be anything
but the strong military power which
the rest of Europe has had to reckon
with since the time of Peter the Great.
A new Russia wjth # soft frontler,
and with its influehee in the Balkans
and at Constantinople swept away,
might be made to fit the peace for-
mula of “no annexations”
fact would have to be faced that such
a Russin would not correspond to the
conditions existing before the war in
internatiogal relations. In castern
Europe the power of Germany would
be supreme and unchecked. If Rus- |

but- the [

gln were to go permanently to picces
under the pressure of the centrifugal
forces now upbpermost, the (ncrease
of German power would be comparai-
tively llmitiess in the east unless the
prestige of Prussiin militarlsm in the
meantime were destroyed,

Trom the vwiewpolnt of western
Europe, these considerations magniry
the need of Fraance for Alsace-Lor-
raine, For France would be ¢om-
pariatively reduced fo the runk of a
second-rate power, without the resto-
ration of the lost provinees, In case
German peneteation into Russia should
ba facilitated by the present disrup-
tive tendencies of the emplre and also
by a nationallstic decadence promoted
by socialist exiremisty in power at
Petrogrmd.

Unless an enduring and just peace
based upon & society of nations, in-
cluding Germany, can  be brought

-about America's interest in the Eu-

ropenn settlement Is now much more
a vital question of nationnl securily
than It was six months ago. If the
worlid iz to remain In the coming
pence under the old order of the bul-
ance of power and competitive arma-
ments—as it must if the war is lo ena
with the Germany of the war lords the
real military victors—the whole weslt-
ern hemisphere will be serlously af-
fecind by the disappearance of Rus-
sin as n military empire’ and by the
virtual disappearance of France from
the ranks of tho great powers. The
difficulty _ of maintaining a counter-
polke against the strong cemtral em-
pires under those circumstances can
caslly be Imagined

It we are finally to be thrown back
upon selfish considerations of wvital
nationnl interest the United Blates
must now support the western stales
of Kurope to the last ditch and do
what it ¢an toward reorganizing Rus-
sl on the lines of a federal republic

strong  enough 1o maintain  jtseld
pgainst  its  aggrandizing ‘Teutonic
neighbors.

Fifty-Fifty.
( Exchange)

An Irishman who had walked a long
distance, 1eeling very thirsty and see-
ing n milkman, asked the price of a
quurt of milk.

“Threeperee,” replied the milkman.

“Then give me a quart in pints”
said Pat N .

Put, on drinking one pint, asked:

“How do we stand?™

The milkman replied:

“I owe yé& o pint”

“And 1 ocwe ye one” said Pal, “so
we are quits.”
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